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IN THE CLATMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1 to 15, 22 to 73 and 77 to 91 without prejudice or 
disclai)-aer of subject matter. Please amend the claims and add new Claims 92 to 97 as 
shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as follows: 

1. to 15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) An image processing system bui It by connecting 
a host device which reads out and executes program data stored in a storage medium, and a 
device added with a card device function, wherein said device connected to said system 
comprises: 

a co mmuni cation control me ans f or con tro llin g-a unit adapted to control 
communication between said host device and said device; 

a card interface for coimccting tn cnnrtftct a card device; 

a card control means f or controlhng a unit adapted to control the card device 
which is detachably connectable lo said card interface; 

a communication means for sharing unit adapted to share device 
information between said host device and said card device via said card control means unit 
and said communication control meam unit: and 

a control means for all o wing unit adapted to allow another device connected 
via said card device to use information shared by said communication means unit, and 

wherein when said device is in a power saving mode upon receiving a 
processing request ftom the other device connected via said card device, said control 
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mcsans unit starts a printer initial operation, and said control means unit sends the request 
information to said host device, and 

wherein when a request other than the a print request is received, said 
control means unit does not start the printer initial mode operation even when said device 
is in the power saving mode, and said communication means unit sends the request 
information to said host device. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 6, wherein said 
card control means imit has an output control mean s fo r dctci - mining unit adapted to 
determine processing performance of said device on the basis of the information shared by 
said communication means unit , when said output control means unit determines that said 
device can process by itself, a processing request is output to only said device, and when 
said output control m e ans unit determines that said device caimot process by itself, a 
processing request is issued to said host device and said device. 

18. (Original) The system according to claim 16, wherein said device 
includes a printer device. 

19. (CuTTentJy Amended) An image data processing method for processing 
data by exchanging infomiation between a host device which reads out and executes 
program data stored in a storage medium, and a device added with a card device function, 
comprising: 

the a commxmication control step of controlling a communication between 
said host device and said device; 
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the a step of executing a connection process to a card device via a card 

interface; 

the a caid control step of controlling a card device which is detachably 
connectable to said card interface; 

the a communication step of sharing device infonnation between said host 
device and said card device via proce55es of the card control step and the communication 
control step; and 

the a control step of allowing anotlier device connected via said card device 
to use information shared by a process of the communication step, and 

in that wherein in the communication step^ when said device is in a power 
saving mode upon receiving a processing request from the other device connected via said 
card device, a printer initial operation is started in the control step, and the request 
information is sent to said host device^ and 

wherein in the communication stcp^ when a request other than the a print 
request is received, the printer initial mode operation is not started in the control step even 
when said device is in the power saving mode, and the request information is sent to said 
host device, 

20, (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the 
card control step includes the an output control step of determining processing performance 
of said device on the basis of the information shared by the process of the communication 
step, when it is determined in the output control step that said device can process by itself, 
a processing request is output to only said device, and when it is determined m the output 
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control step that said device cannot process by itself, a processing request is issued to said 
host device and said device. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium which 
stores a computer readable program module for making a computer implement aw image 
data processing method for processing data by exchanging infonnation between a host 
device which reads out and executes program data stored in a storage medium, and a 
device added with, a card device function, said program modul e comprising: 

a communication control module step for controlling a commxmication 
between said host device and said device; 

a connection process modul e step for executing a connection process to a 
card device via a card interface; 

a card control module step for controlling a card device which is detachably 
connectable to said card interface; 

a communication module step for sharing device information between said 
host device and said card device via processes of said card control module step and said 
communication control module step: and 

a control module step for allowing another device connected via said card 
device to use infonnation shared by a process of said communication m o dul e step, and 

in that wherein when said device is in a power saving mode upon receiving 
a processing request from the other device connected via said card device, said control 
module step starts a printer initial operation, and said control m o dulo step sends the request 
infonnation to said host device, and when a request other than flic a print request is 
received, said control module step does not start the printer initial mode operation even 
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when said device is in the power saving mode, and said connnuiucation m o dul e step sends 
the,requcst infonnatioti lo said host device. 

22. to 73. (Canceled) 

74. (Original) The system according to claim 1 6, wherein said storage 
medium is a read-only storage medium. 

75. (Original) The method according to claim 19, wherein said storage 
medium is a read-only storage medium. 

76. (Original) The medium according to claim 21 , wherein said storage 
medium is a read-only storage medimn. 

77. to 91. (Canceled) 

92. (New) A printer comprising: 

a first determination unit adapted to determine whether received information 
is information for a print function; 

a second determination unit adapted to, when said first determination unit 
determines that the received information is the information for the print function, 
determine whether the printer is in a sleqp state; 

a third determination unit adapted to, when said second detemiination unit 
determines that the printer is not in the sleep state, determine whether the printer can print 
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singly without stattiiig an initial operation, and when said second determination unit 
determines thai the printer is in the sleep state, start the initial operation and determine 
whether the printer can print singly; and 

a processing unit adapted to, when said third determination unit determines 
that the printer can print singly, execute printing in accordance with the received 
information, when said third determination unit determines that the printer cannot print 
singly, transmit the received information to a host device, and when said first 
determination unit determines that the received information is not the information for the 
print function, transmit the received mfonnation to the host device, 

93. (New) A printer comprising: 

a first deteiminatioa xmit adapted to determine whether information received 
firom a card device is information for a print function; 

a second determination unit adapted to, when said first determination unit 
determines that the information received from the card device is the information for the 
print function, determining whether the printer is in a sleep state; 

a third determination unit adapted to, when said second determination unit 
determines that the printer is not in the sleep state, determine whether the printer can print 
singly without starting an initial operation, and when said second determination unit 
determines that the printer is in the sleep state, starting the initial operation and 
determining whether the printer can print singly, and 

a processing unit adapted to, when said third determination unit determines 
that the printer can print singly, executing printing in accordance with the information 
received fiom the card device, when said third determination unit determines that the 
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prinler cannot print singly, transmitting the information received from the card device to a 
host device, and when said first determination mit determines that the information 
received from the card device is not the information for the print function, transmitting the 
infoimation received from the card device to the host device, 

94. (New) A printer control method comprising: 

a first determination step of determining whether received iiLfonnation is 
information for a print function; 

a second determination step of, when it is determined in the first 
determination step that the received information is the information for the print fiinction, 
determining whether the printer is m a sleep state; 

a third determination step of, when it is determined in the second 
determination step that the printer is not in the sleep state, determining whether the printer 
can print singly without starting an initial operation, and when it is determined in the 
second determination step that the printer is in the sleep state, starting the initial operation 
and determining whether the printer can print singly; and 

a processing step of, when it is determined in the third determination step 
that the printer can print singly, executing printing in accordance with the received 
information, when it is determined in the third determination step that the printer cannot 
print singly^ transmitting the received information to a host device, and when it is 
determined in the first determination step that the received information is not the 
information for the print function, transmitting the received information to the host device. 

95, (New) A printer control method comprising: 
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a first detenninalion step of determining whether infonnation received from 
a card device is ixxformation for a print function; 

a second determination step of, when it is determined in the first 
determination step that the information received from the card device is the information for 
the print function, determining whethCT the printer is in a sleep state; 

a third determination step of, when it is determined in the second 
determination step that the printer is not in the sleep state, determining whether the printer 
can print singly without starting an initial operation, and when it is determined in the 
second determination step that the printer is in the sleep state, starting the initial operation 
and determining whether the printer can print singly; and 

a processing step of, when it is determined in the third determination step 
that the printer can print singly, executing printing in accordance with the infonnation 
received from the card device, when it is determined in the third determination step that the 
printer cannot print singly, transmitting the information received from the card device to a 
host device, and when it is determined in the first determination step that the information 
received from the card device is not the information for the print function, transmitting the 
information received from the card device to tlie host device, 

96, (New) A computer readable program stored on a computer readable 
medium for making a computer implement a printer control method, the program 
comprising: 

a first determination step for determining whether received information is 
information for a print function; 
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a second determination step for, when it is determined in the first 
detennination step that the received information is the information for the print function, 
determining whether the printer is in a sleep state; 

a third determination step for, when it is determined in the second 
determination step that the printer is not in the sleep state, determining whether the printer 
can print singly without starting an initial operation, and when it is determined in the 
second determination step that the printer is in the sleep state, starting the initial operation 
and detennining whether the printer can print singly, and 

a processing step for, when it is determined in the third determination step 
that the printer can print singly, executing printing in accordance with the received 
information, when it is determined in the third determination step that the printer cannot 
print singly, transmitting the received information to a host device, and wjien it is 
determined in the first determination step that the received information is not the 
information for the print function, transmitting the received information to the host device. 

97. (New) A computer readable program stored on a computer readable 
medium for making a computer implement a printer control method, the program 
comprising: 

a first determination step for determining whether information received 
firom a card device is information for a print function; 

a second determination step for, when it is determined in the first 
determination step that the information received fi:om the card device is the information for 
the print function, determining whether the printer is in a sleep state; 
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a third determination step for, when it is determined in the second 
determination step that the printer is not in the sleep state, determining whether the printer 
can print singly without starting au initial operation, and when it is determined in the 
second determination step that the printer is in the sleep state, starting the initial operation 
and determining whether the printer can print singly; and 

a processing step for, when it is determined in the third determination step 
that the printer can print singly, executing printing in accordance with the information 
received "from the card device, when it is determined in the third determination step that the 
printer cannot print singly, transmitting the information received from the card device to a 
host device, and when it is determined in the first determination step that the information 
received from tlie card device is not tlie information for tlie print function, transmitting the 
information received from the card device to the host device. 



PAGE 14/16' RCVD AT mm 6:24:41 PM [Eastern Daylight rime]' SVR:USPT0^i^9 ' DN]S:2n8300' CSID:714 540 9823' DURATION (fnnKS):0340 



